
                
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
1/13/17 
 
Happy New Year 7th and 8th Grade Families! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Max Tibbits - 6th Grade 
■  Lila LeCoq - 6th Grade  

★ MANDATORY MEETING - Outward Bound will be hosting a meeting for our 
upcoming backpacking trips on January 19, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the Library. 

○ STUDENT and PARENT need to attend in order to join us backpacking.  
○ We will cover all travel plans and details of the trip during the meeting. 
○ ***7th Grade Outward Bound Camping Expedition: March 1 - 3*** 

★ The Middle School, WCA Foundation, and Parent Council is hosting another 
Parents’ Night Out on Friday, February 10, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the MPR. 

○ Please sign the permission slip to allow your MS student to volunteer for 
the event. 

○ Please sign up to volunteer your time (we need at least two Parents to 
help supervise each event).  There are multiple options for how each 
family can help support our fundraising and field trip efforts! 

■ There will be a sign up genius notification sent out early next week. 
 
7th Grade  
This week and next are important academic weeks for 7th grade and they 
are very busy.  We are working on two topics simultaneously which are A.) 
Wavelengths, Sound and Light and B.) Writing and then presenting 
persuasive arguments for a chosen science topic.  
 
8th Grade: 



Students in 8th grade spent this week learning how the relationship 
between mass, volume and water displacement can determine the buoyant 
force of an object. 

                           
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We have been watching the film version of S.E. Hinton’s 
novel, “The Outsiders” most of this week.  We also had a vocabulary quiz 
on Thursday the 12th.  We will finish up this week with a small group 
activity and discussion on our Essential Question: What is the difference 
between being an individual and being in a clique or gang? Our last 
lessons in this unit will be Writing Realistic Fiction which we will begin on 
Tuesday, Jan. 17th and run approximately three weeks.  The student’s and 
I are excited to begin this section because it gives them a chance to use 
their creativity and actually write their own short story on a topic of their 
choice. 
 
     8th Grade: The jury is in… the Mock Trials were a success.  The 
students were very professional and followed their parts, I was especially 
impressed with the roles of both the Prosecutors and the D.A.’s. Not only 
did they question their witnesses well, their cross examinations were true to 
life and mirrored those of the law and order shows on television today.  
 
 



Social Studies 
 
I just wanted to ask families to check to see if they have one of the 7th or 
8th grade textbooks at home.  We are missing many copies and would like 
to have them all back at school so that each class can use them. 

 
7th Grade:  We took a little longer in our exploration of Medieval 
China than anticipated, but we have mapped the 9 major Dynastic 
Periods of China through the 1600’s, and learned about the 
governing bureaucracy and how education was highly valued in 
Chinese culture.  Next week, we begin our exploration of the Great 
Wall of China and what it represented to different groups of 
people. 
 
8th Grade:  We now understand how the Monroe Doctrine shaped 
the New World, and how it actually strengthened relations with 
Britain.  We learned about Washington’s request for isolation from 
European politics, and are now gaining a better understanding of 
what it meant to be an early citizen and the emerging culture of the 
United States. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
This week we used algebra tiles to build and model algebraic expressions. The use 
of algebra tiles has been amazing since students really get a great understanding 
of how to combine like terms. We started off with simple shapes and 
expressions, and then got funky with it:  



 
This castle represents the expression: 
8x^2 + 2y^2 + 7x + 15Y + 41 (and every kid that tried figured that out!) 
 

 
 
8th grade: 
 
We spent this week going further into transformations , which include rotation, 
translation, reflections, and dilation. The end of the week was spent using the 
work that they’d done with dilations as as framework for comparing similar 
figures. 



Next Tuesday we begin opt-in math support, where some of your students have 
elected to work on high school level algebra topics, get additional support in 
grade level math, or work on their fundamentals. This session will be every 
Tuesday during class meeting, and is supported by myself, Ms. Lawrence, and 
our wonderful math volunteer Mr. Ripps.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Tam District High School Information Night 
Wednesday, January 18, from 6-8pm 

For 7th and 8th Grade Willow Creek and Bayside MLK Families 
Translation services will be available and snacks will be provided. 

Please join us for this informational evening! 


